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I. INTRODCJCTION AND EXb:CIITIVE SUMMARY 

I Action b! the World Administrative Coiifeience 2003’ (WKC-2003) Agenda Item 
I 7 I 4 i t i c lc  25 removed the iiiternatioiial requirement for the demonstration ofMorse Code 
pioficienc). leaving the issue up to each national administration. These actions have triggered 
;I inuinher ofpcti t loi is concerning urious aspects o f t h e  Amateur Radio rules, and possible 
iidi tistiiients thereto. 

2 T h e  current LI S Amateur Radio liccnse systeni docs no1 correlate particularly well 
iIh t h e  acLiiiil needs of l i cc i i rees  and in  fact inay serve to discourage interested iiidividuals froin 

obtaining a license Of particular conccrin is the loss ofthe former entry level license, known as 
h c  “No\. ice” c l ~ i s s  Il ie Novice l iceiise i n  partictilar was very successful in acconiplishing its 
( I 1  I y l n l  pLiiI3o\c 

.; I k e  attraclioii to ,Aiiialeui- Radio appears to have changed in recent years Public 
X,I\ icc  coii i i i iui i i i ‘atioiis. including opci-alion during time of  public need. is growing as a primary 
lnierc>t area 1;)i i m \  .Aii,ateui- I<adio licensccs The corc technical attraction remains 
Assciiibling and operating a modern .hiiateur Radio station is one of the best ways for a 
beginning engineer to obtain the hands oii training and technical foundation that he or she will 
1lCc.d 

1 There is a need to rccsrablish the concept o l  having an entry level license that allows 
ac‘cess LO Amateur Radio iii a iiicaningfiil way. with enough privileges so that the new licensee 
cLiii nperience a reasonahlc cross section of all that Amateur Radio has to offer 

5 1’l;icing limitations on the i icw entry levcl l icense will make sure that the hazards 
involved \ \ i t h  radio operations are kept withiii safc boundarics, and that the errors of learning arc 
I k p t  to iniaiiageable lcvcls 

(1 IKlie prcsent Amatcur Radio batid plans and frequeiicy allocations are in  need of  
adjtisliiient. particularly in the MF and H F  spectrum ( I  8 lo  20.7 MHz). This IS a logical time to 
coiisider the inadequacies of  the prcsenl system and address those issues. Accomplishiiig the 
lOllu\ \  iiig suggcsted changes 111 thc .Ain:iteLir Radio regulations w,ith the minimum posslble 
Iiiipaci on rhe PCC’ budgel is a primal-? goal ollhis proposal 

7 It‘thc llnited States is to rcinain a technology leader, we must allow our youth to gain 
acccss to technical opporlunities such as Amateur Radio, where they can develop skills that will 
sel’\;c all of us. 

International Radio Regulation Article S25 5 $3 was revised to make the Morse 
L , ~ I L I C  t rs l i i i g  ~-eqtiirriiiciit a in~artci- for each l icei isi i ig administration to decide for irself Effect ivc  
.ItiI) 5. 7003. Article S25 5 $ 3  ( 1 )  reads. “Administrations shall determine whether or not a 
pci.son seeking a license lo  opcratc aii aiiiate~ir station shall demonstrate the ability to send and 
rccei\e I Z S ~ S  in  Morse codc signals .. 

2 



11. BACKGROUND 

A. Inadequacies o f  the currcnt Amateur Radio license structure 

8 l h e  present system of Amateur Radio licensing i n  the IJ S is not well suited to thc 
i iccd\ ol'those persons wishing to obtain a license The present system is onc based on a 
p I c \ i i i u ~  sq \ te i i i  that had 6 distinct Ie\els 01 c l a s s ~ s  oflicense', including a clearly defined entry 
I t \  el l icense n i t l i  ~ e i y  liinited privilegcs. sc\cral intermediate levels each with differing levels 
ol'pi-i\ileges. .lid a [op leve l  license \k i th  all amateur privileges. A 7th category was the 
-'C oiiilitioiial" license. basicall! a Geneial License except taken by mail The current system i s  a 
niAcshi l ' t  patch\w>ih causcd by s ~ c c e ~ s i u e  ad.justniciits, incliiding removal of the former entry 
IC.\ cI license entirely. and other moditicatioiis caused by "forcing" a 6 tier licensing structure 
into the prewit 3 tier arrangement The current l icei ises are knoun as the Technician, General. 
and Evtra C'lass. respectively' Each of  lhese licenses are still basically the same in most 
icspects as the) weie in tlic previous h lebel system. Also as an interesting point, under the 
oriyiial "modern" arrangement (beginning in the 1950s and continuing into the 1980s), the 
'Technician and Geiicral Class licenses used identical written exams, and differed only as to the 
hlcirse codr rcqiiireiiient. that being 5 W P M  for Technician vs. I3 WPM for General. As of 
'April 15. 2000. t l ic present 3 tier system tias been i n  place Adjustments were made to include 
sollie of'thc former Novicc C'lass question pool questions (Element 2) in thc new Technician 
(Elcinziit 3 )  cxam, and some ofthe former Advanced Class qiicstions i n  the new Extra Class 
(Flcmerir  4)  

I he original iiitcnt of the 'I'cchiiician ticenhe was to provide acccss to Amateur 
licqiiciici~s at 5 0  M H /  and higher I n  the 1950.; and 1960s this was a true experimenters 
~crri toi).  \vhci.c 11I1lr' \bas l(i10~1.n abnut tcch~iiques and methods, where propagation o f  signals 
\\;is a iiystcrq. i i i id \ ~ h c r c  there was \)cry l i t l l e  i n  the way of"offthe shelf' coininercial 
quIptiieni Home built station.; ucrc the norm, and inany advanced circuit designs and 
eilyinccring acconiplishments were [he direct result o f  explorations by experimenters. 
rcchnlcian liccnsees were literally on the cutting edge of  technology, and many of their 
di\co\,cries remain important to us today Technician licensees of this era were seldom operators 
iis such. and used he i r  licenses more for discovery than for casual conversation. It was much 
iiioi-e important to understand the technical intricacies of why circuits worked (or failed to work) 
than it was to k i i o ~  about cvcryday opcrations. 

10 I'lic use o f thc  I'cchiiician license as the "entry level" license, while at the same time 
rcialning the I-egiiircd ~echn ica l  l c w l  ibi traditional uscs by rechnician license holders, 
r c p i e w i t s  ;iii untenable coinpromise betwceil diametrically opposed goals Many of the 
uperatirig perniission\. S L I C I I  as l i i l l  power ( I  500 Watts PEP) transmitters, use of inicrowavr 
l i ~ c c ~ t i e i i c i c ~ .  and coinplex nioditla~ion techniques arc inappropriate in many uays for today's 
beginning ;liiiateur Radio opcrator 

flie S I X  llcense classes are Novice, Technician. Technician Plus, General. 
4cI\ zinced and /\inatcur txtra C'lass 

See 47 CFR S; 97 501. The three remaining license classes are. Technician, 
Genei-al and Amateur Extra Class 
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1%. Amateur Radio has failed to attract adcyuate numbers of operators in recent years. 

I 1 Wc bclicvc that the present system discourages many potential applicants, and thus 
unnecessarily limits the growth of Amateur radio i n  this country The examination for the 
present entry IeYel license (the Technician Class liccnsc) is substantially inore coinplex than was 
the ciisc for the N o v ~ c c  cxaiii While i t  is true [hat soine individuals do not find this more 
rigorous exam a piohlem. many. if not most. iiewconiers to Amateur Radio are not formally 
i iained in oi familiar with the engineering skills implied by thc present exam The precise 
numbers oi pel-sons w h o  are turned away by the complexitics of the current Technician exam can 
never he known. hut there is no question that they exist The basic question seems to be: “Would 
Aniateur Radio in our country be bcttcr off if these other potential applicants had obtained 
licenses oi iiol”” Most respondents \\auld indicate an affirmative response. Which then leads 
to ai l  iiiiiiicdiale lbllo\v up query ofthe form “How can we modify the prcsent system to attract 
ii:, man? qualified applicants as possible”” 

I?_ I‘hc timiel- Novice served \vel1 iis an entry level license This license offered limited 
i ic~ebs  to the til’ (below 30 MJ17) spectrum. limited transmitter power levels, limited frequency 
agilit!. diid one modulation t)pe (Morse code) Init i ; i l ly,  operation on the 145-147 MHz band 
tising io ice  iiiodulation wab allo\ced. but this provision was Iatcr removed. ‘The original Novice 
lpcriiiit \ \as ii one-year, ion-rcncwable l icense The examination was 20 questions, and was 
based on Iitci-ally 4 pages of‘ question and answer type tcxt‘ The “question pool” consisted of 42 
sample questions. sonic of which were of multiple part format. No wiring diagrams or charts 
\+eie iiicludcd. Over the years, the allowable frequencies were adjusted, power limits were 
raised sotnewhat to be more in line with commercially available transmitters, variable frequency 
control was permitted, and so on During this sanic time, the license term was extended from I 
to 2 .  to 5 )cai-s. and eveiitually inade indefinitely rencwable The iiuinber orquestions on the 
e u n i  \vas raised to 2 
i i i i ly I iccnsc w i t h  le ry  f e u  privilcgcs 

Fuiidamciitnlly. however. the Novice license was basically a Morse code 

I .: The currcnt entry level exam is overly complex Contrast thc former Novice license 
stud! guide with  the present Technician Class study guide Again, using the ARRL text, titled 
“rioir You’ic Talking.’.’ the stud) inalerials for thc current entry level license consist of 166 
(that’s oiie hundred and sixty six) pages of tcx t .  covering 10 subject areas, plus another 80 pages 
ol’pool questions and answei’s. plus scveral additional pages of appendix, including several 
 chart^ and graphs. a glossary and more. That’s mol-e tliaii 250 pages of information to bc learned 
before attempting the exam It’s no wonder that potential applicants become discouraged They 
i ~ i e  presented with study inaterials that are (on the surface) more than 60 tmes  the complexity of  
thc original Novicc license. and a inuch larger cxam. While some additional questions clearly 
are necessar) because of the permitted modes and other prlvileyes, much of the information is 
nether necessary nor appropriate for an inexperienced applicant. 

~~~~~~~~~~~ -~ 

Rcfcrcnce ARRL License manual, 57th edition. 1957, American Radio Relay 

“ N v u  You‘re Talking.” 5’” cd.. pub AIUZL. 2003 
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C. Relevancc of Amateur Radio in today's world? 

I4 Thc motivations tbr Amateur Kadio participation has changed for many applicants in 
recent >cars Many  new applicants havc listed public service communications, including 
operation dtiriiig time ofp~iblic need. as the priinary reason for their interest. The technology of 
Iiidio coniniunicalioiis. whilc s t i l l  of interest to many. is of secondary interest to these 
iiidiiidtials Modern communications tcchnology and the availability of off-the-shelf products 
t i a l e  sliiftctl the I,cus of many beginning Amateur Radio enthusiasts away from the "nuts and 
bolls" ol'radio technolog). to the LIS? of rad10 comiiiuiiications as a tool to accommodate a 
grc,itci- ipublrc need In rcccnt t imes. as h e  h a w  seen increased awareness o f  threats to our 
iiritioiial salctq l io i i i  both natural and man-made causes. the tisc of Amateur Radio as a tool to 
ii\\i51 individuals and public agencies has bccoine a n  integral par1 of many cmergency responsc 
I'lons ') 

I 5  
uthers While the previous section indicates that there are shifts in the attraction offered by 
Amateur Radio to many individuals, the core technical attraction also remains. There is no 
better placc cool a beginning engineer to experieiice the hands-on training and knowledge gain 
tli;il assembling and operating a modern Amateur Radio station provides Amateur Radio is still 
thc place \bherc cutting edge technology can be given real world tests, where exciting new 
tcchniquea and concepts can be given a workout, and where all this can be accomplished within 
tlic limits ofniodesr budgets and Iimiled resources Many engineers (of several disciplines) 
i i iclt idc early Ainateui. Radio activities and experimentation as key factors i n  their later 
professional accomplishnicnts Amateur Radio enthusiasts are justly famous for their ability to 
impro\jc existing s)bteins and iinprovisc entirely ncw methods rrom apparently unrelated bits 

l'he traditional I-easons for obtaining an Ainateur Radio license remain for many 

dlld pi'"" 

16 Whilc i t  clearly is in the public interest to have persons such as these available when 
iieedctl. (here i i iust rlill be a comprehensive system ol'exaniinations in use. The primary goal 111 

preparing lor  and pasbiny thcse e x a m  is lo make sure thc licensee understands the "rules of the 
road." as thcy applq to Amatcur Radio operations The anticipated eliinination of Morse code 
testing will removc one barricr to obtaining an Amateur Radio license. Offering a new entry 
level license will ease another. We must, however, ensure that the quality and professionalism 
ofthe "average" Amateur Radio operator is not lost i n  the process We must take steps to ensure 
tliiii these individuals will be attracted to Amateur Radio by regulations and privileges that are 
r c l c v u i t  to today', (and tomorrow's) intcrestz, and that thcy are not alienated by obsolete and 
11 ~'canc veil ~iireine iits and I ssiies 

New procisions are included in Articlc 25 urging administrations use Amateur 
stations to iransmit emergency and disaster communicatlons. 
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11. PROPOSAL 

I). Creation of a new entry level license. 

17 I’IncIe is ;I nced to rccstablish thc concept of having an entry level license that allov+s 
a c ~ e b s  10 Amateur Radio in a meaningfiil way. with ciiough operating privileges so that the new 
licensee caii experience a reasoiiable cross section of all that Amateur Radio has to offer, whilc 
at  the came time providing limits and safeguards so that new operators are unlikely to be a 
danger to theinselves. their families. or their neighbors These limits should make sure that new 
Iiccnsees understand enough ol‘tlie rules and operating practices that they do not cause harmful 
iiiirrteicn~c to  othei- operatois or services. and that they have the opportunity to gain in  both 
teiliiiiciil and opmatnig skills as their experience continues. 

I8 Placing certain technical limitations on licensecs using the new entry level license 
\\ill iiiabe sure that the physical liaiards involved with radio operations are kept within safe 
boundaiies The existing entry lcvel liccnsc, thc “Technician Class,” allows even a beginner 

ss to liill nmateur power (currently I500 Watts PEP output) and operating frequencies 
( V I  I1 . \,‘HI:. a i d  micronave) where definite health hazards arc known to exist While the 
Iprcbciit exaiii wucture does incliide stud) and testing on these issucs, u e  feel it is better to limit 
besinners to powcr Icvcls aiid i’rcqucncirs that are unlikely to cause problems. Some of the 
technical Iiiiiirations we are proposing will also scrve to lessen the chance that new licensees will 
thcinsclws be injured when exploring the inner workings o l  their equipment. 

19. Basic framework a f  the new entry level license: 

a Name Suggested name of license to be the “Communicator Class.” The 
re;ison for the nanie changc is to diffei-entiare the neu permit from its ancestors There could be 
con fus ion  i f  thc Novice or Technician name is retained Using a new name for the license will 
reduce h i s  i s u e  to the lowest possible level 

b Term of license 10 yeal-s. renewable 

c Sequential call sigiis In  tlic cvciit the Commission feels that Communicator 
(‘lass licenses should habe some special nay of being easily identified, calls from the currently 
Linlasued but allocated’ NAIAAA through NZOZZZ block could be ut~lized. Vanity call signs 
~ o ~ i l d  not be available for Communicator Class licensees 

d Power l i m i t s .  Limil tiaiisinitter output power levels to 100 watts on all 
trequencics belon 24 MHz, aiid 50 watts on all frequencies above 24 MHz. This allows enough 
power for adequate communication under most circumstances, and matches the nominal power 
output of the largest inumber of commercially available transmitters and transceivers available as 
o1‘tiiih writiiig rile use of these suggested power levels also removes the necessity for RF 
safety evaltiations. as the power lcvels are below the stated threshold values for the frequencies 
concerned 
~~~ ~~~ ~ ~~~~~~ ~ ~ ____  

See 47 CFR 5 2 302 call signs N A I A A A  through NZOZZZ (two letters, one 7 

d i ~ i ~ ,  thrcc letters) is allocated to the Amateur Service 
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e Additional electi ical liinits No transmitter or transceiver may incorporate a 
final amplifier stage that requircs morc than 30 volts DC for normal operation. The goal olthis 
reatriction is to prevent, as much as is possiblc. injury to inexperienced operators. All known 
cuimnl  production Amateur Radio transmitters and transceivers, including kits, available as of 
ihis \\riling. {~pei-ate using 28 volts 01‘ less for the final stage 
prcicnts usc of wine “lcgacy” or “\,intage” cquipment, i t  is not likely to be a serious 
impetliiiient t o  asseinbling a station 

While this restriction of necessity 

f 4dditional technical liniits No transmitter or transceiver may be used unless it 

I \  ol‘coiniiicrcial iiiiinuhciurc, o r  buil t  from a k i t  ofcommercial origin The reason for this 
~ p i o \  iunii 15 to prevciit. as iiiticli as possible. spurious cinissions from units lacking proper 
eiigiiierring design Again, we realize that this leaves out one of the traditions of Amateur 
I<;idi~i. naniel? that 01’ building yo~ i r  nLbn station from “scratch ’. Ilowever. we note that 
~cchnical i~ inclined person3 are likely tn upgrade fairly quickly to a General Class license. where 
LIii\ i.i.\triction. and that of thc prcbious paragraph. is no longer an issue 

g Operating iiiodcs: Allowable emission types should include Morse code 
(C‘W), AM. SSB. aiid FM voicc. Digital inodes including RTTY, AMTOR, PACTOR (and 
va~~atioiis). PSK31. packet, and CLOVER. plus slow and fast scan television. Prohibited modes 
\ \ o d d  includc spread spectruin. pulse. and multiplex emissions. Communicator licensees would 
be 1pei.initted io use normal repeater systems and orbiting satellite systems. 

h Opcrating frequencies I IF  operations using applicable modes in the 
appropriate sub-bands i n  the 80.40. 15. and 10 mcter bands. VHF/UHF operation in the entire 
raiiyc herween S O  and 4.50 MHL, using appropriate modes as defined by existing band plans and 
the I i iniralions of this section rransniiasions would not be permitted on bands not listed herein. 

I Special considerations Comniuiiicator licensees would not be permitted to 
scinc a h  n control opcrator for a repeater or reinotc base system 
prohihiled froin being thc iruslee of a club Iiccnsc. aiid serving as a volunteer examiner 

I‘hey would be similarly 

20. Examination requirements: 

a Coiiimunicalor Class applicants must pass a 20 question inultiple choice 
euamination based oi l  a new Elemcnt 2 pool generated by the existing Volunteer Examiner 
Question Pool Committee 

b Communicator Class applicants shall be required to obtain and read a copy of 
the ctirreiil FCC Pait 97 rules. and to have this information available at all times. The actual text 
I S  ,ivailable li-om the iiitcrnet 
iiniiiiiial lk i\pplicaiits iiiusr certify as part of the application process that they have obtained 
and read the iiiiitcrial. that thcq tindcrstand it. that the! have a permai~ent copy of same. and that 
tlic) +ice io abide h! the iqulatlons as they then exist. 

n o  charge. or could be made available in printed form for a 

c Thcrc ~ v i l l  be no Morse code requirement attached to this examination 

d W c  recomniend that a pamphlet or other publication be provided explaining 
ho~!  to find iiiorc inforination about Amateur Radio via thc internet, and how to locate a person 



thal caii be an “Elmer”. or helper. who can provide assistance when needed. This information 
could he yi\eii to all successful applicants at the completion o f  their exam 

C:. Reallocation ni existing resnurccs 

’ 1  lNie prcscnL Aina~eui Radio band plans a id  ti-equency allocations are in  need of‘ 
adlLisiment. paIticularly 111 the MI. and IIF spectrum ( I  8 to 29.7 MHz) The present systrin 
incli ides arm5 reserved for the now una\,ailable (as new) Novice license Existing Novice 
Ilcenscch. while permitted Lo continuc at tha t  level. are steadily declining, their numbers having 
icaclied approsiiiiatelq 32,000, (less than 5Yo of currently licensed radio amateurs) as of the last 
;ivailahle iiilbi-matioii A better use oi‘the HF Novicc assignments would be to adjust the bands 
i i i  such as \bay as to allolc increased access by all licensees as well as those holding the proposed 
ciilr) level licciise Included in  the proposal is a n a y  to accomplish this adjustment with 
n i1 i i i i i i a1  impact o r  piesent day operators 

22 Suggested opcrabng raiigcs for Coinniunicator Class licensccs. In each case, the 
a\aignment\ \\auld conform tu existing band plans. including emission limitations, observed by 
o ~ h e ~  I I S I icciiscc\ \z hen operating on Ihose frequencies 

a X O  Mclers 
1 3950 - 4000 KHz All applicable modes, includmg voice and image 
2 3550 - 3675 KHz All applicable modes except voice or imagc. 

b 40 Meters 
1 7250 - 7300 KH7 All applicable modes. including voice and image 
2 7050 - 7150 KHz All  applicable modes except for voice or image. 

c 15 Meters 
I 21 350 - 21450 KHz All applicable modes, includlng voice and image 
2 2 I050 - 21 150 k H 7  All applicable modes, except for voice or iniage 

d 10 meters 
I 28300 - 28500 KHz All applicable modes, including voice and imagc 
2. 29000 - 29700 KIiz All applicahle modes, including voice and image 
3 28050 - 281 50 KHL All applicable modes. except voice and image. 

c Frequencies betnecn 50 MHz and 450 MHz 
I All standard Aniatcur bands, all applicable modes, accordlng to 

existing band plans 

23. Adjustments to cxisting HF assignments: 

a 80 meters Adjust phone band h e r  edge down to 3675 KHz. Open 3675 
K I  fz to  3750 KHL to Extra Class voice operation. Allow General Class voice down to 3750 
KH/  
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b 40 ineters. Adjiisl phone band lower edge down to 7100 KHz Open 7100 
K l l r  lo 7 I 5 0  KHz lo Exlra ('lass ~ o i c r  operarioii Allow General Class voice down to 7150 
KI I7 

c 1 5  Meters. Adjusl phone band lower edge down to 21 150 KHz. Open 
2 L 150KH7 i o  2 I200 KH7 to Extra Class voicc operation. Allow General Class voice down to 
2 I200 Kl I7 

d 1 0  iiietcrs No adjustments neccssary for General or Extra Class licensees 

F. Licensr upgrades of existing licensees. 

ommeriding tliat all existing Novice licensees be upgraded to 
~'~~iiiiiitiiiicator Clash status whcii the iiew Communicator license becomes effective Existing 
NOL ice Iicciisees \ $ i l l  bc issued a iicu license a t  tinic ofrenewal. indicating Communicator Class 
htxtus. ivith t l ic s ta l i o i i  call sign and othcr information unchanged Persons whose license was 
upgraded in h i 5  wa. uould be permitled to obtaiii a sequential call sign from the Comm~inicator 
Class block a1 no charge 

25 W e  are recoiiinicnding that all cxisting 7'cchnrcran and Tech Plus licensees be 
upgraded without examination to General Class status when the new Communicator license 
becomes effective Existing lechnician licensces will be issued a new license at time of renewal. 
indicdting (ieiicrnl Class status. with the station call sign and other information unchanged. 
Person\ \vliose Iiceiisc was upgraded in this way would he permitted to obtain a sequential call 
s i y i  liom tlic General Class (Group "C" I-by-3 format) block at no charge. 

26 Me arc rccoiniiicnding tliar all cxisting Advanced Class licensees be upgraded 
\ut l ic iui exiiniiiiatinii tn ExIra Class staius when the new Communicator license becomes 
st tecr ivc  t:xisting Advanced Class licensees will he issued a new license at time of renewal. 
i i iclicariiig t x r r a  Class status. uith rhe station call sign and othcr inrormation unchanged 
I'cisoiis whose licciise was upgraded i n  this way would be pcrniitted to obtain a sequential call 
j i g 1  from the Extra ('lass block at no charge 

17 h e  recommend thal the esisting Novice and Technician Class licenses be 
pcmanentlq relired As sooii as the requirement for Morse testing is removed, there will he no 
eftecriie dit'fcrence between the Technician and General Class licenses, and no reason at all for 
iemning the Novice license oiice the ncw Communicator Class license IS  effective We are also 
iccomrnending that the Advanced class license be sinularly retired. 

28 Morse code requircmeiits As stated in our previous petition, RM-10787, it IS our 
position that all Morse testing be removed rrom thc Amateur system We are not suggesting in 

* i t h  'ui intcrcst i i i  th is  niodc l o  bcconie prolicient i n  its use We do not recommend that the 
1 3 1 1 ~ 1  C'lass liccfist' Includr M o m  tcstlng in any form Wc believe rile need for demonstrating 
th ih Ai11 ha\ long since passcd. and that those who choose to explore this mode w ~ l l  do so of 
thcir O\\II frcc \ b i l l  

an! way that ~ o r s e  code (also known as CW) be proliibited, and in fact. we encourage those 

Morse testing appears to he a significant dcterrcnt to many otlierwise 
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qualiticd applicants. and thercforc it should be permanently removed from all levels of Amateur 
R a d i o  testing 

C ; .  Minimal impact to FCC: 

29 Accomplishing these suggested changes i n  the Amateur Radio regulations with the 
iiiiiiiiituiii posaiblc impact oii the I T C  budget is a primary goal of this proposal. We feel that 
thew changes can bc accomplished wi th in  a reasonable time frame and at low cost by taking 
;id\anlage ( 1 1 '  the present volunteer exaniiiier program and thc associated question pools, and 
ci'catiiig the lproposed lieu license usiiig the fraincwoik now in place The new license structure 
\ \ o d d  consist of thc i i cw cntr) level Iiceiise. mhich we are suggesting be named the 
"C'oniinunicalor Class." elimination of the present Technician Class license, and retaining the 
present Geiieral and Extra Class licenses We are suggesting that some elements of the 
I echniciaii Class liccnse would eventually be integrated into the General Class license, and other 
present 'I'echnician license topics be included in the new entry level license. Any new questions 
tLxluircd w i l l  be generated as needed by the existing Question Pool Committee (QPC) 
I'rcparatioin o t  new mains and adm~nistration thereof will be handled by the existing Volunteer 
l!\;iiiiiner Coordinator (VEC) systcin. a n d  individual Volunteer Examiners (VEs) 

3 0  1 lie impact to tlic FCC' wi~ i ld  be liinitcd 10 changes in the appropriate sections of the 
Lurreiit Part 97 rules as wcrc necessary, iilcltiding changing the names of the license classes. 

tliotiwiid present license holders. b!, way of automatic upgrades in  many o f  these cases, some 
coiinp~i~er progranimiiig time aitd admiiiistra!ix effort will be required. However, once this 
i i i i i i a l  a c t i b i t y  lias been accoiiiplishcd. the ongoing impact of the proposed changcs will be 
i i i iniii ial Wc do expect to sce an increase ovcrall in  Ihe number of license applications 
proccwx l .  and a correspondling incrcase iii the numbcr of  licenses granted The amount of thls 
increase is ditf icult  to predict. but since the processes involved are already largcly automated, 
1lie impacts arc cxpected to bc manageable within the present system. 

ttsc the proposal includes the concept of automalically adjusting the license class of several 

H. Conclusion 

3 I The reinoval of  Morse Code testing is cxpected to result in a signlllcant increase in 
thc iiuiiibcr of  both new license applications and upgrades This is a logical time to consider the 
iiiadcqtiacies of the present systcin and address those issues as well The natural evolutionary 
chaiigch in the reasons that niakc Amateur Radio ofintcresl to ordinary citizens is also a factor 
' I  lic ihct that /\matcur Radio is a \,ita1 rcsoiirce in tiinc oTptiblic need has been demonstrated 
; g a i n  i i i i d  agiiin. and this fact wi l l  apparently remain Irue for the foreseeable future. Logically, i t  

15 i n  tlic public intercat to inakc the Amateur Radio Service accessible to as many citizens as 
possible, uhilc at the same time retaining sufficient control over the system and its operators to 
eiiwrc ilia( ordei I! g r o ~ ~ l i  aiid respect for the Commission's (and international) rules are 
accomplished 

32 Wliilc the llnited Stares (and thc FCC) are not bound by the decisions of other 
~ildiiiiiiistrations. i t  is apparent that the world widc trend toward elimination of Morse Code 
testing and thc use of IIF by beginners will continue. If the United States is to remain a 



kchnolog) leader. we must a l l o m  our youth to gain acccss to technical opportunities such as 
,Iin;ltcur liadlo. where they can de\'elop sk i l ls  tha t  will serve all ofus. 

;3 .  Thcrelbrc, thc NCVEC. the Nat~onal Conference of Volunteer Examiner 
(-oordinators. I-cspcctfully requests that the Coininission issue a Notice of Proposed Rule Making 
at an> ear11 dale, proposing the rule changes set forth herein, and iii the appendix attached 
lhc r w )  

1 litiiiia\ R Fuatard. kF9PLI. Chaii-nian. 
7~\;otional Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators 

M;iich I .  3004 
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APPENDlX A 

PROPOSED RULES 

I'lic proposed changes io Par1 97 o l  Chapter I of Title 47 ofthe Code of Federal Regulations arc 
Included 111 tills appei'dlx 

P.IR'I  97 -- AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE 

beetion 97.5(b)(2) of the Commission's liules would he modified to read as follows: 

c97 5 Station liceiiw graiil required 

I 'I I 

( 2 )  A c lub station liccnse grant A club station license grant may be held only by the persoii who 
I\ Ihc licriisc ti-iislce desigiiatcd h) an  officer ol'the club The trustee must be a person who holds 
a n  Amateur Extra Class o r  General Class operator license grant The cltib must be composed of 
; i i  least h i i -  prisons aiid must havc a name. a docuincnt of  organization, inanagement. and a 
pimiar! purporc de\oted to ;iiiiateui service activities consistent with this part. 

* * * * *  
Section 97.9 would be modified to read as follows: 

$07 9 Operatoi. license 

(a)  The classes of amateur operator licensc grants are: Communicator, General, and Amateur 
t x t r a  'Ihose Iiceiisecs holding a \ d i d  and unexpired (or expired but within the grace period) 
l icc i ise of Novicc Class will be converted to Communicator Class. Those licensees holding a 
~ a l i d  and unexpired (or expired but within the grace period) license of Technician or Technician 
PIiis class on [cffeciive date] will bc converted to General Class Those licensees holding a valid 
aiid uiickpired (Lir chpired within the grace period) l icensc o f  Advanced Class on [effective date] 
 ill he converted to Ainalcur Extra (.lass I he person named in the operator license granl i s  
iiiihoriLed to be the coinlr-ol operator ol'an ainatcur station with the privileges authorized to the 
opci.aiot class apccitied oii the liccnse grant 

I b) I lie person i~iaincd in ail operator l i c e i i s  grant ofConimuiiicator Class or Geneial Class, who 
lis\ propci I!; subiiiitkxl to the administering V h s  a CCC Form 605 document requesting 
L'.wiiiiiiatioii hi  a n  operator liceiise grant of a higher class. and who holds a CSCE indicating that 
tlic pet-\on has completed the iiecessary exaiiiinations within the previous 365 days, is authorized 



10 cxcrcise the I iglits aiid privileges ofthe higher operator class until final disposition of the 
,ipplicnlion 01- u n t i l  365 days f o l l o ~ i n g  the passing ofthe examination, whichever comes tirst 

Section Y7.17(a) would be modified to read as follows: 

$07 I 7  Applicatioii t o r  i i c u  Iicciisc gram 

( a )  An) qualified person is eligible to apply for a ilea operatoriprimary station license grant. A 
pl'rsoii holding a General Class or Extra Class license may apply for a club station or military 
recreatioii station license grant No new license grant will be issued for a Technician, Technician 
Pl i ib .  01- Advaiiccd Class opcrator/primary station, or Tor a RACES station 

Scction 97.I91a) would be modified to read as follows: 

$ ' )7 .  I 9  : \pp l ic~t io i i  Ibr a vanity ca l l  sign 

( a r  A pcrsoii holding a General Class or Amateur Extra Class operatoriprimary station license 
giant 01. :I cliih sliilioii l icense grant is eligiblc lo make application tor modification ofthe license 
grant. ( 1 1  thc rciiewal thereot. to shou a call sign selected by the vanity call sign system. RACES 
aiid milltar! recleation stations are ino1 eligible for a u n i t y  call sign 

Section 97.21(a)(3) would be moditied to read as follows: 

$07 2 I Applic~tioii for a i i iodificd or renewed license 

('1) 4 person holding a val id amaleur station license grant 

( 1 )  

( 1 )  Ma! appl! to tllc t C C  Ibr i-eiir\bral ciltlie licensc grniit lor another term i n  accordance with 
$ 1  913 ol.thi\cliaptcr 

( 1 )  

Section 97.109(d) would he modified to read as follows: 

i $97 10') Station control 

(d)  When a station is bcing automatically controlled. the control operator need not be at the 
cuiiLioI point Only stations spccifically designatcd elsewhere in  this Part may be automatically 
coiilrollcd Auioniatic control iniiist ccase iipon notification by an EIC that the station is 
Iraiisiiiilliiig iiiiproperly or causing liarnifiil interference to other stations. Automatic control must 
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not  be i-esumcd \+ithout prior approval o f  the EIC A station licensee holding a CommunicatoI 
Clash liccnbe ma) not bc the control operator of an automatically controlled station 

* * * * *  

Section 97.1 19(f) would be modified to read as follows: 

$07 I 19 Star ion  i i len i i l ic i i t ion 

( t )  When [he control operator who 15 exercising the rights and privileges authorized by §97.9(b) 
o l ' t h i s  1'ai.t. 311 indiciitor mList be includcd after the call sign as follows. 

( I ) For a control operator who has rcclue.;ted a Iicensc modification from Communicator Class to 
(icncral Class A G .  

( 2 )  Tor a control operator \vho has requested a liceiisc nioditication from Communicator Class 
or (hiera1 Class operator to Ainatcur Extra Class. Al: 

* * * * *  

Section 97.201(a) would be modified to read as follows: 

$07 201 Au\il i ; irq station 

( a )  Snq imiitetir sat ion  Iicencd to a holder o l a  General Class or Ainatcur Extra Class operator 
Iiccnsc !ma) be an auxiliary starioii A holder ot 'a (kiieral Class or Amdteur Extra Class operator 
l iceiise inaq be the control operator of an auxiliary station, subject to the privileges of the class of 
operator license hcld 

* * * * *  

Section 97.203(a) would be modificd to read as follows: 

sc)7 203 Bcacon station 

( t i )  .An!' tiiiiCiLeur station liccnsed to a holder o f a  General Class or Amateur Extra Class operator 
l icense may be a beacon A holder o f a  Gcncral Class or Amateur Extra Class operator license 
ma! be the c(iiitr(i1 opcratoi. o f a  beacon. subject to the pribileges of the class ofoperator liccnsc 
hcld 

* * * * *  

Section 97.205(a) would be modified to read as follows: 
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$97 1Uj Rcpei~ier h ia t ions  (a) Any ~niaieui- station licensed to a holder of a General Class or 
Amateur t x t r a  Class operator Iicenhe may be a repeater. A holder of a General Class or Amateur 
I u t rn  C'lass opsrator license may be the control operator o f a  repeater, subject to the privilcges of 
ihc. class o f o l ~ r ~ i i o r  Iiccnse held 

t * * * *  

Section 97.207(a) would bc modified to read as follows: 

(.I) Aii) anialeui  station may be n space station A holder of a Cominunicator Class, General 
C'lass or Ainatrur I'xtra Class operator license inay be the control operator of a locally controlled 
spacc siatioii, subject lo [he privileges of  the class ofoperator license held by the control 
operaroi- A holdcr of a General Class or Amateur Extra Class operator license inay be the control 
opcrator o i n  blxicc station which i b  not locally conlrolled, subject to the privileges of the class of 
opcratoi I icciise held by the control opcrnior 

* * * * *  

Section 97.301 would be modificd to read as follows: 

$97 301 .Authort;.ed li-eqliency bands 

The following mnsniittiiig frequency band.; are available to an amateur station located within 50 
L n i  ot the Eartti's surface, within the specilied I'ILJ Rcyion, and outside any area where the 
amateur scrvicr IS regulaled by any authority other than the FCC. 

( a )  I.'cir a station having a control operator who has been granted a General Class or Amateur 
ExIra Class operaroi license or who holds a CEPT radio-amateur license or IARP of any class 

M ,ivzleiigrli 
\hid 

\ ' t i t  
h 11; 

2 111 

I li  111 
40-  

U H I  
70 cin 
2 3  cin 
23 C l l l  

I3 Cl l l  

-d+ 
5 t l l  
9 Clll 
i i l l 1  

3 C l l l  

MH7 MHL 
io-54 D . 5 4  
144-148 I44- I48  
2 19-220 
122-225 
MH7 MH7 
420-450 420-450 
902-928 
1240- I300 1240- 1300 
2300-23 10 2300-23 I O  
2390-1450 2390-2450 
Gt l /  GI17 

3 :.3 5 
5 650-5 925 

3 3-3 5 
5 650-5 850 

10 (IO-10 50 I O  00- 1 0  50 



I 2 L l l l  

LtII 
6 i n i i i  

4 111111 
2 5 iim 

2 111111 

I l l l l l l  

( b  t Foi- a station having a comrol opei-alor who has been granted an Amateur Extra Class operator 
l iceti>c or wlio Iiolds a CEPT radio-ainatcur license or Class I IARP. 

LHL 
1810- I8513 
M H r  
i 5n-3 675 
.; 675-3 80 
7 0-7 I 
I O  ro-in 1 5  
1 4 0 0 - 1 4 3 5  
18068-18 168 
2 I 00.2 I 45  
24 89-24 99 
28 0-29 7 

I 1'11 
RC~IOII  2 

k H l  

M H r  
3 50-5 675 

7 0-7 3 
10 10-10 15 

18068-18 168 

24 R9-24 99 
78 0-29 7 

I sno-2ooo 

i 675.4 no 

14 00-14 35  

2 1  no-31 45 

I ru 
R L ~ O I I  3 

kl lz  

MHI 
3 50-3 675 

7 0-7 I 

I son-2oon 

3 675-3 90 

I O  10-10 15 
1400.14 3 5  

2 I 00-2 I 45 

zx  0-29 7 

18068-18 168 

24 89-24 99 

(L) I'CII a stiitioil I I ~ I I  iiig a control operator mho has been gianred an operator license ol'Gencral 
i l ' l S X  

11-11 
Region I 

kHr 

M l l z  
3 525-3 675 

7 025-7 100 

r 8 10-1 xso 

3 750-3 sno 

I O  10-10 15 
14025-14 150 
I 4  2 2 j - I 4  350 
18068-18 168 

Z I 275-2 I 45 
24 x9-24 Y Y  
28 0-2') 7 

2 I 025-2 I 200 

I I I L  

Mtlr  
.; 525-3 675 
: 750.4 000 
7 025-7 125 
7 150-7 300 

I 4  025-14 150 

18068-18 168 

2 I 200.2 I 4 3  
2 1  80.33 99 
28 (J-20 7 

I 800-2000 

in  i o - i n  1 5  

i ~ ~ ~ j - 1 4 j 5 0  

21 025-21 200 

I ru 
Region 3 

kHr 

M l i /  
3 525-3 675 
3 750-3 900 

I ~c10-2nnn 

7 025-7 100 

I O  10-10 15 (d) 
14025-14 150 

18068-18 168 

21 275-21 45  
2 4  89-24 99 

14.225-14 jjo 

21 025-21 200 

2x 0-29 7 
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(d)  I-or a s ~ a l i o i i  Iiaviny a control o p e r a t o r  w h o  has been granted an operator license of 
(‘omni~inicatoi Class 

I I I ~  
xo  111 

40 I l l  

4 , l -  

I C 111 

-(I,>- 
111 in 

.LI,l. 

V I i F  
0 111 

2 111 

I ‘ 5  111 
I ’ I I t  
70 (ill 

- -  
I I l l  

M H 7  
3 550-3  675 
3 750-3 800 
7 025-7 050 

21 050-21 IZ0 
21 35-21 45  
28 050.28 SO 

M l l i  

1~111 
Region 2 

Mllz 
3 550-3 675 
j 9 iO-4  0(10 
7 050-7 150 
7 250-7 300 
II 05.21 15 
2 I -35.2 I 45 
28 05-28 50 
29-29 7 
M H r  
50.54 
144-148 
222-??5 
M H L  

430-430 

I I tJ 
I<cg1011 3 

M H r  
j 550-3 675 
3 730-3 800 
7 025.7 050 

2 I 050.2 I I 50 
21  -35.21 45 
28 05-28 50 

M H 7  
50-54 
144-148 

M H r  
430-450 

* * * * *  

Section 97.305(c) would be modified to read as follows: 

W n ~ c l c i i p t l i  treqi icnciet Emirsion Types Standards 
h‘llld ,4uthoi ized See $97 307(t). 

paragraph 

,M I 
I60 111 

-dW 
l i t  

7 5  111 
40 111 

4 1 3 -  

- L I , ~ -  

;(I ‘11 

?(I i l l  

-dU- 

I7  111 
-do- 
l s 111 

-do- 
13 111 

-do- 
l ( 1  111 
-do- 
4 0 -  

xn 111 

Eiitirt. hand 
-do- 

3 500-3 675 MI I L  
3 675-4 000 Mtlz 
7 000-7 100 M t b  
7 075-7 100 M I ] /  
7 100-7 .3JO M H I  
1:1111rt b a l d  
! 4 ( l l l - l 4  I 5  MHz 
I 4  l 5 4 4 3 5 M H r  
18068-18 I I O M H L  
18 110-18 168 M H r  
7 1  0-21  13 MIH7 
21 15-21 45 Mtii. 
24 89-24 93 M H r  
21 93-24 99 MI-ii. 
28 0-18 3 M H r  
2R 3-28 5 M H I  
28 5-29 0 M H L  

RTTY. da[a 
Phone. image 

I< I I Y data 
PI10 11 e. i in ‘ige 
I< I I Y. data 
I’honc, image 

KTl’Y. dat‘i 
KTTY. datd 
Phone. linage 
IKrl-Y data 
l’lioiic. image 
RTTY, data 
Phonc. linage 
RTTY, data 
1’1ione. image 
RTTY. dald 
l’lioiie. iniagc 
I’hone. linage 

1’1101lC. Iindgc 
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I ~ T  C l l l  

1111 
1) C l l l  

i C l l l  

2 C l l l  

I 2 i l l 1  

t i i r  
6 111111 

J 111111 

2 5 111111 

2 111111 

I111111 

t l l t l l e  billld 

Elitill: hand 

En t i i r  Iiand 

t ~ l l l l l e  band 

t l l l l l e  b<llld 

E ~ i t i i c  band 

Enl i ic  hand 

Entire band 

Above -300 GH7 

Plione. iinaxe 

RTTY.  data 
M C W .  phone. imdge 
RTTY.  data, tesl 
M C U ,  phone, iiiiCig:e 
RTTY,  dala, test 
M C W .  plione, linage 
Data 
M C W  p h i m ,  image 
RT fY .  data, teit 

MC W plioiic. i ina~e .  
R I I'Y. data. SS. lcst 

K I I Y .  ddtd. SS, test. 

M C W  phone, iindgc. 
RTTY.  data. SS, t a l  
M C W ,  phone, image. 
R T I Y .  data. SS, IcFt. 

MCU' pllnllc. Illlage. 

pll l \e 

pt1lce 

M C W  phone. image. 
R.1 I 'Y, dat'i. Sh, test, 
p i i ke  
M C W .  phone, image, 
RTTY.  data. SS. test. 
pulce 
M C W .  phonc. image. 
R T ~ f Y .  data, SS, lest  
M C W ,  phoiic, Iniage. 
1K.1 r Y ,  data, SS. teit, 
pt1ltc 

M C W .  phone.  ina aye. 

RTTY.  data. SS, lcst. 

M C W .  phone. iin;ige. 
R l  I Y, data, SS, test, 

M C W .  phone. image, 
RTTY.  data, SS, test. 

M C W ,  phone. image. 
R I'I'Y, data. SS, test. 
pulse 
M C W ,  phone. image. 
R I I Y, data, SS, Icst. 

M C W .  phone. linage, 
K 1. I Y. data. SS, lest. 

plllse 

pul5e 

pt l l ie 

pulse 

I)tIIV ( 7 ) .  (81, (10) 
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Sections 97.307(F)(9) and (IO) would be deleted, and subsections (f)(ll)-(13) would be 
renumbered accordingly. Scction 97.307(9(1 I ) ,  which becomes (9(9), would be modified to 
read as follov s: 

( . I )  

( 0 
('1) I'lioiie :tiid imiyc cniisstoiis ilia! Iic iransmitted only by stations located in I I'U Kegions I and 
~ 3 .  and bq sratinns ilh coiitrnl operators holding General Class or Amateur Extra Class operator 
I ~ c s i i s e ~  1ocalc.d w i th in  11'11 Region 2 that are west of 130" West longitude or south of20" North 
lal l lut le 

Scction 97.31 I would be modified to add new section 97.31 I(e): 

$97 3 I I SS ciiiisioii types 

( e )  SS tians~nissioii~ may not bc Iransmitted when h e  coiitrol operator holds a Communicator 
Clas\ license 

Section 97.313 would he modified to read as follows: 

( c )  No station \nay traiismit with a lransniitter power exceeding 200 W PEP on the 10.10-IO 15 
MI+ band 

( d )  Nu  statioii niay transmit with a Lransinitter power exceeding 100 W PEP on the 3 55-3 675 
MH/, 3 95-4 00 MHz, 7.05-7 150 MHz, 7 25-7 30 MHz, 21 05-21 15 MHz, or 21.35-21 45 M H z  
segments \\hen the control operator 15 a Communicator Class operator, and in the bands 3 75- 
1 80 and 7 025-7 05 when the control opei-ator IS a Communicator Class operator in Regions I 
and 3 

( e )  N o  sratioii may transmit with a tiaiisinitter power exceeding 50 W PEP on the 28 05-28.5 
M l i L .  29  0-20 7 MI 17. 50-54 Mlir. 144-148 MHL. 222-225 MHz. or 430-450 MHz segments 
\ \ l i en  the control operator 15 a Commiiiiicator C l a s  operator 

( I )  Startons must t r iu lml t  using a preiisscmbled. commercially manufactured transmltter or a 
transmitlei- cnlistt-ucted from a commercially manufactured kit when the control operator IS a 
('~)miiitintcaror Class operator Any such transmitter shall meet FCC specifications concerning 
spur~ous  emissions and harmonic suppression as described elsewhere i n  these regulations 

(1)  N o  transmirter tiscd by Communicator Class licensee may incorporate a final amplifier stage 
Lliilt rcquircs more thaii 30 volts DC 



* * * * *  

Section 97.501 would he modificd to read as follows: 

Q07 5 0  I Qualil>ing foi- ail amateur operator licensc. 

( a )  Fach applicant inust pass a n  euamiiiatioii for a new amateur operator license grant and for 
each changc in operator class. Each applicant for (he class ofoperator license grant specified 
below inlust pass. or otherwise reccive examination credit for, the following examination 
clcn1ents 

( I )  Amateui Fxlra Class operator Elements 2. 3. and 4; 

( 2 )  (iriicral Class operatoi Elements 2 and 3, 

( - 2 )  ~ ' o m ~ n u n i c a t o r  Clash opcrator ElcinenL 2 

(h) As par1 ol'thc application proccss. Comniunicatoi Class applicants are required lo obtain and 
i-ead the currcnl K C '  Part 97 rules aiid to certify their understanding. They further nust  have a 
pcrinancnt copy ol'tlie rules at thc control operator location and agree to abide by these 
tcgtilations 

Section 07.503(a) wjould be delcted and section 97.503(b) redesignated section 97.503(a) and 
modified tn read as fnllows: 

( a )  A written cxainiiiation must be such as to prove that the examinee possesses the operational 
:ind Lecliiiical quali lications required to perforin properly the duties of an amateur service 
licensee Pacli \\i-ilten csaniina~ion inus1 be composed of a question set as follows 

( I i FllciiieiiL 2 70 qi iest ion\  concerning the privilcyes o f a  Communicator Class operator liceiisc 
1-lie iiiiiiiniuiii passing score is I 5  questions answered correctly 

('3) Lleniciit 3 35 questions conceriiiny the privileges of a General Class operator license The 
iiuiiiiiitiin pas,iing score is 26 questions answered correctly 

( 3 )  Element 4 50 questions concerning the privilegcs of an Amateur Extra Class operator 
license Thc nunimum passing score is 37 qucstions answered correctly. 

Section 97.505 would he modified to read as follows: 

$97 505 Klcnlcl1t c d l t  
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( a )  I l ie adinrnistering V E s  must give credit as specified below to an examinee holding any of the 
follouing license grants or license documents 

( I  ) A n  tinexpiicd ( 0 1  expired but within the grace period for renewal) FCC-granted Advanced 
( ' lass operator license grant Elements 2, 3 and 4. 

( 2 )  ilii tinc\:piicd (or cxpired but witlilii the grace period for rcnewal) FCC-granted Gencral Class 
opri-ator I iccnse grant issued prioi lo [efl'ectivc date1 Elements 2 and 3 

(.:I Ai1 iine\pircd ( ( i t  czpircd but \ \ t l h i i i  tile grace period (or renewal) TC'C-granted Technician or 
I cclitiiciaii Plus Class opeiaior Iicenac grant Elements 2 and 3 .  

(4) An uiicxpired (or expired but within the grace period for renewal) FCC-granted Novice Class 
opcintor liceiix grant issued prior to [effective date] Element 2 .  

( 5 )  A C'SCE. Imli clcinent the CSCE indicates the examinee passed within the previous 365 
d J Y S  

(hl N o  cxamination credit. except as Iierein provided. shall be allowed on the basis o f  holding or 
having held any other l ~ c c n s e  grant or document. 

Section 97.507(a) and (c) would bc modified to rcad as follows: 

$97 -507 Preparing an cxamination 

(a i  lluch w r i t k i i  qt iewon set ndminiatcrecl 10 an examinee must be prepared by a VE holding an 
:lni~tcirr F x w  C'laas operalor Iicensc A uritten question sct may also be prepared for elements 2 
niid 3 b! a V t  Iioliliny a Ccneral Class operalor license 

( c )  Each written question set administered io an examinee for an amateur operator license must 
be Ipreparcd. o r  obtained froin a supplier. by the administcring VEs according to instructions from 
~ h c  coordinating V h C  

Section 97.507(d) would be deleted. 
* * * * *  

Section 97.509(h) would be modified to rcad as follows: 

$97 509 ,Adiniiiistcring VC i-cquireiiiciits 

( b )  l k h  adinrnlstering V E  must 
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I I I l k  dcctediLcd by the cooidinating Vt.C', 

( 2 )  I k  a1 IGlSl I8 >c.ais ol'agc, 

(.;) Be <I perwii who holds an amatcur operator license ofthc class specified below: 

(I)  Amaieui Extra or General Class in order to administer a Communicator Class operator liceiise 
c'kaiiiination. 

( 1 1 )  Amateur h t r a  Class i n  order 1 0  adinuiirtcr an Amateur Extra Class or General Class operator 
li~eiisc eYamindtioii 

Section 97.509(g) would be deleted, and sections 97.509(h) to 97.509(rn) would be 
redesignatcd 597.509(g) t o  $97.509(1) 
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